CHAPTER VI.—(Continned)
My heart sank ss I remembered the
neldent of lust evening, the evidently
tandestine meeting In the shrubbery
it Foreat Lea. Could this journey be
sstiected with that meeting, and could
ihe timid, modest girl T had Known ol
Forest Len be capable of planning and
WMrrying out seeret arrangoments, sur-
founded by =o many difMeulties in he
Hreumstanees? What dld il mean?
The endless green panorama still
fitted by: not a sound, save the ooed-
slonal rustling of a newspaper, broko
the gilenve of the rallway earvingo:
the passengers wers Clthor sleepy or
insocinble, Aa Irpepressible desire to
ipegk Lo Miss Heanscombe possessel
me=-I could benr the gituntion
longer, T tirned toward her with the
paper I had been readitig In my hiiul
Intending to offer it to her. She wa
aready oronjpled with a Yook—one nf
these thin  paper-covered  volnmes
bought at book-stillz—and she did no?
rulsg her eves from it or otherwise
ippear to have noticed my movenent
There was no doubt of her wish to
'gnore our previons acquaintance, And
% conelusive further proof of her dens
tity was glven me In her dress, which
I now Bad the apportunity of seclng
more distinerly. It was of a brownlsh
shade, and the pattern o Jittle ehook—
n glmple glvlish costume which 1 re-
membered she hnd worn In e morn-
lug of the doy Cul, Branscombe died
Could I forgel the liast
nected with her?
A sudden [nspitation Nasked through
- my mind. Mizs Branscombe had soneght
this method of communicnting with me
privately, awny from hep famlly eledle,
and the reserve she malntnined

na

detail con-

Wis

peceatary for tie moment In the pres-
mee of our fellow-passengers, some of
whom might he kpnown tp her by sight
When the proper moment urs
wonlil explain

il least,

fived she haivrgelt,

I

| my presence at Forest Lea might be

urgently needed. Such testimony os
I could give as to Miss Branscombe's
movements might be of the utmost
congequence If e was to be saved
from some unknown villalny of Char-
lin Branscombe's. [ shuddered at the
thought of her possible danger in lils
hands, and urgsd my cabby to swilter
spoed over the rattling London streety,

James Rowton recelved me with
open arms,

*Awlully glad vou've come back, old
man; the chlef s still lald up, snd |1
find myself up to my ears in work.”
The junior was not fond of work
“There's that case of Rose versus Em-
ery—yon know all about it, 1 supposs,
and old Mre, Entwistle’'s estate, and
Sir Everard Brimbone's settlements—
thiey are all on me llke a pack of
wolves. Morton, from Morton and
White's, has been In three times to-
day. Bir Everard wants the thing
pushed on—marringe comes off at the
cud of the month. Wish people
wouldn’'t get married! Fngged to
death—ugh!"—rising and stretching
himself, “Well, what's your news?
0ld man dead?"

“Yes," I sald Inconienlly, for his
tone jarred upon me, “Colonegl Drogs-
combe’s will Is here"—polnting to my
Gladstone bag., "We'd belter take i
copy, 1 suppose.”

"Yes, 1 supposs so, What has the
old fellow done—left everytding to
that rip of a nephow?”

“No,” 1 answered unwlilingly. Nora's
name hod become o sacred word to
me, and T hesitated o propounce ft
In such a presence,

“No? Then what hns he done with
the eatate? | thought e had no other
relations.”

"He had o nlece,”" T raplied, fumbling
for the key of my biig. “Oh, hera It
ig!"—tnking the key from my pockel

“Jennings must sfay and make the
copy, and send it down."
“A nlece? Interruptedl  Rowton.

"I'T WAS NONA HERSELR)

wnew whit frudttess attempts she had
already maile ) enllst me on hor side

Phtg dden B nol perhaps pemove thae
primary awl greatest diflionlty of thi
situntion, bt 1 hatled j eagerly, 1L
guve Misa  Brangeambo the toopliale
which my love demunded, 1 wis con-
tent lo walt my ludy's plensure—niy

|"'\\']II'\ Is she?  Nevar heard ol hoet.
‘ What's she like? Young or old? Does

ey

hiv eome In for the land and all® Why
don’t you spenk out, man?"

I wll inoa moment,” 1 rafolned,
"What on earth ls the matter with
this key?"'—holding It nup to the light,

"Something i the barrel—dust, 1

I wig more thin content—I furgol all | dare say,” siggested Rowton cnreless.

the doubts and fears which lad har- |1y

assed me a moment ago in the rap-
turous delight of the thought that she
trusted me, “He turned (o me for help
{0 her diMenlties. A man in love will
forgive any indiseretion of which he 1
himgelf the object and by whieh he
profits,

The train spod on, the alternoon
shudows lemgthencd, The expross
gtopped ut fow stationy on its rapii

journey, and, ns oné after the other of
thege Dalting places was pagsed with-
aut a slgn from Miss Hrurseombe, )
began to conclude that her destination
wys the same A8 my own—or, wis she
anly sitting out the [ellow-passengers,
pot one of whom bhoad left us?

The question was presently answerell
In w startliog and unexpected manner.
Molton, 4 large Lugy Juncilon, was
reached, We were on the polnt of
leaving It ogain after & three minutes'
hult, when Miss Branseombe, with o
burrled glanee ut the platform, staried
to her feet, gnd before I conld asalst gr
prevent her, she had snatehed her bag
from the opposite sent, beckoned to
& passing porler, and left the carrlage
ng she bod eotered it—awiftly and sud-
denly.

1 sprang after her,

"Just starting slr—time's up!™ salled
the norter,

I gave little heed to the warning;
but @ stream ol possengers just nre
rived Dby the branch lde Interposed
between me and Mlss Branscombe, the
whistle of the express sounded, and
the remembrance of Col. Branscombe's
will, left belind me In the carrlage,
recalled me to my duty., I dnshed back
just In time, mad with digappointment
apd baMed curlosity, nnd regulned my
geal Ino a condition which roused my
somnolent fellow-travelers,

“Young lady not coming back, gir?"
sald one of them, a portly squire, with
a bumorons twinkle in the corner of
his eye, “'She's left her clopk and her
book"—polnting to the latter where Il
Iny on the floor., “Not comlng back—
ah!”

“I suppose not,” I answered as In-
differently as 1 could, stooping to plek
up the dropped volume, On the fly-lenf
wen written (o penell the name “Nona
Branscombe."

CHAPTER VIIL

“Five minutea past four,” I said to
mysoll as I sprang out on to the plat-
furm at Buston Btation, *1 shall just
bave thme to roport myself at the of-
flon before Howton leaves, gol a feed
somewhere, and catch the 6:490 haok to
Farest Len. Here, hansom-—ns lgtd

aile * _'um-mrhmﬁd

“But about the niece—1'm |ntep-
osted, Fort. Is she young and beay-
Liful, and an hejress?”

“It's the lock,” I exclaimed; “the
key's right enough, and yet tho bug
lias searcely been oul of my sight,
What the—" T sglitred at my ||r||'l,imr,
whilst T felt every vestige of color
leaving my cheeks. “T'his bag isn't
ming; It's—it's—lpok at this"—polnt-
Ing to o half-eMaced label of a forelgn
hotel adbering to the bottom of tho
tilndstones Y1 bhave never been ot
Venive, ond"—examining it more
olokely—"this I8 not my bag: the key
doeen’t 1L

"Whew—w!" whistled my pariner.
"A cnse of Cexchange no  robbery.
Yon've hagged somebody else's, and
ho's bagged yours"—laughing at  his
own pun. “Awfully disgusted he'll ba
when ho sees the dopuments,”

"It an' Imposgibility,” I ejaculated,
“The bog was put Into the carrings
and taken out again by my own hands,
andl it never left my slght thronghout
the journey, It was on the opposite
geat, [ can ewear there's bean no mis-
take. It's a robbery! Send for l.hnl
palice.”

The words died on my lips. A ter-
rible suspiclon darted Into my mind,
Nona Brangeombe hiud carried a black
bag—na Gladstone, the facsimile of
mine—and [ hud deposited it heside
my own on the vacant seat. In her
precipitate fllght she had taken the
bag, leaving cloak and book behind
her, and, as 1 rememberad now, ef-
fectually covering up the Gladstone
slie had left. In her agitation she had
wyildently exchanged the Lags by mis-
tuke.

“Robbery! Nonsense—it's a ease of
exchange!” persisted Jnmes Rowton,
“Can't you remember who had the
other? DId he come all the way?

“Yen," 1 sald confrsedly, putting my
hand to my bead. “I remembor; she
goL ont at Moiton,"

“Bhe!" ethood my pactner. "Was it
o woman? And with 4 Oladstons!"

“Yeon," 1 answered, heartily vexed
with myself for the involuntary admis-
slon, "It was n woman, 1'll go back to
Euston and wire to Molton at onee.
The mistake may have boen discoversd
and my bag left there; and 1 will fol-
low the message by the frst train."

“Oft agaln?" exciaimed Rowton rue-
fully, *'Thore's n week's fag here"—
pointiog to a plle of documents which
filled the table,

“Can't help it!" 1 retorted, “The
funernl taken plaee the day after to-
morrow, 1 must be present to rend
the will, take executor's Instructions,
and so on; and there in other busl-
| neun which must be attended to”
Row-
‘ton.  “In l&;"llllﬂ there? I should

to do, you know, Fort—to let & wom-
an rum off with the old Colonel’s
will. And a steady-golug fellow ik
you, too! Now. If it had been I-"

1 stayed to hear no more, My han-
som was waiting. and my Jarvie
ceived his Instructions to hurry bask
to Euston with the equanimity of his
order, What did it matter if all the
world had gone mad so long ag his
fare was a good onae?

My message was soon dispatched,
and whilst 1 waited for the answer I
made my way to the refreshment room.
But, nocwithsianding my long fast, |
was too fevered and excited to eat,
and could only swallow a glasa of
wine and break a biscult, Then |
hovered Impatiently about the door of
ihe telegraph office, musing on the
eomplleation which this unlucky acel-
dent bad brought Into the whole ol-

falr. sl \1

CARD-PLAYING STORIES.

(To be coutinued.)

They Must Have Beon “Perfect Ladies™
in Those Duys.

One of the most notorlons female
gamblers of the elghteenth century was
Miga Pelham, the daughter of the
prime minister, says Temple Bar, She
not only rulned herself at ecards, but
wouldl have Leggared her sister Mary
ng well hnd not theip friends Inter-
vened and Insisted cn the slsters sep-
aratlng, Horace Walpole glves a pitl-
ful account of “poor Miss Pelham sit-
ting up all nlght at the club without a
woman, losing hundreds a night and
her temper and beating  her  head
Anolther writer says that the unhappy
woman often played with the tears
strenming down her cheeks, Lady
Mary Compton, an old mplden lady, o
contemporiry of Miss Pelham and, Hke
her, addleted to gambling, had the
snme propensity to tears, When she
logt, we are tild, she wept bitterly—
“not for the loss itself,” she was care-
ful to explaln, “but for the unkindness:
of the cards.” Both ladles;, when hick

| went against them, lost their tempers,

ns il mapy others, and among them
Mrs, Clive. The netress, after )er re-
tirement from the stage, llved at
Twickenham, in a cottage lont her by
Ioraee Walpole, The pluce bad then a
reputation for quiet card partles, In
Montpelier row lyed four aged dames,
known in the nelghborhood as Manille,
Spadille. Basto  and  Pimto; terms
druwn for the gnme of quadrille. Thay
were  pecustomed to  ussemble eévery
nlght at each other's houses to play
cards.  On the first of the month ench
In turn gove a grand party. A relative
of one of the lndies has left an ae-
count of one of these [functlons at
which he was present. Mrs, Clive was
one of the guests und happened to have
for her opponent an old lady with very
white hair, who In the course of the
game digplayed two black aces, There
upon Mrs, Clive flew in a rage and
sereamed: “Two  black nces! Hers!
talie your money, though 1 wish In-
stend T eould give you two black eyes,
you old white eat!"™

BOSTON WARMED UP,

Whale Aadience Was On Its Feot, Sobe
bing nod Singing.,

The mujor had just returned from

| Bogton, where he was present al tue

Decoration day serviess In the Bos-
ton theater, sava the Phlladelphia
Press, I lays away over any simi-
lnr celebration I ever saw,” he said,
vhere wis nothing mushy or hack-
neved about it Tt was the red] thing.
I never Imagined possible sueh genu-
e sweeplng epmotion 88 was awak-
ened by the sloging of *The BHattle
Hymn of the Republie.' 1 always konew
Ittn be the greatest thing of its kind
eyver written, but It never had a falr
chapee before,  It's the one poem—
for it's o poem—ihat can muke me
ery. I'm a blutant fool every timeg 1
hear it, If Boston's cold that song
thawed It and heated 1t to o wild vel-
eino on Tuesday. There wns the
packed, still house, Myron W, Whit-
ney started to sing.  Flrst he bowed
to o box und then we first recognized
Mrs, Howe seated by the Misdes Wheel-
er, You shoull have heard the yell
When Vie celebrated her 80th blrth-
day a few days before she got an ova-
tion egual to that glven thls octogen-
artan,  You could see the aplendid
white head tremhling: then her vuolee
Joincd In ns Whitney sung:
“‘In the glory of the lilles Christ was
born acroes the sgea,'
and by the tlme he had reached the
words,
“iA8 He dled to make men holy let us
die to make men [res,
the whole vast audlence was on Its
feet gobblng and shhging at the top of
Its thousands of lungs, 1f volunteers
were really needed for the Philippines
MeKinley could have had us right
there."”

BEECHER'S METHOD.

How He Loariod w Great Deul In Hb
Spare Momenits.

Mr, Beecher told me once hla metho)
of preparing sclentifle 1llustrations,
writes Wayland Hoyt In the Homlletis
Review, He anld he would hear of ot
become Interested In some fresh sclen
lific fact. He would take that fact
tnd go Into his Ubrary with It, would
read about and study It In all its ascer
talnable relations; would as thorough:
Iy na possible nequaint himself with it
and think out its religious aptitudes
“You make noles of your reaults?' ]
paked,  “No, he sald, "I sequalnt
myseif with It so thoroughly that )
am perfeotly certaln that if, in discuse
ing any subject,] come within ten miles
of what 1 have thus acqualnted mysell
with; the Iaws of nssoctation will bring
it all and immediately up to me” 1
do not glve all ks exact words, but 1
do glve some of them aud the general
trend of all. Mr, Beschor told me oneq
that he had read the whole twelve.val-
umea of Mr, Froude's "'History of Hng-
land,” in the moments of walt!ng while
hig family were gathering at tue dally
menls, and you may be sure that,
though these volumea wero read thus
fragmentarily, they were read thor-
oughly. Out of such wide, deep general
preparition Mr. Beechetr's partloular

| Bermons Aprang,

Sevond Thought
“Paugh! he o of o canaillel 1 hate
hodmt, Louse, héar-r-r me—~I il
smash hees hat!”  ““No, Henrl, do nol
doeol,  Bey vill send you to ze prisone
for four-rr yeard!" “Ah, san ¥ wiil

SOME QOOD JOKES, ORIGINAL
AND SELECTED.

A Varlety of Jokes, Gibes and Yronles,
Original snd Selected—Flotsam and
Jetsam from the Tide of Humor—
Witty Sayings.

Song of the Amatenr Yachtaman,
No bolder sallor ever strode
The promenade deck than I;
No better craft the blllows rode,
Than my schooner Lorelll:
That Is to say, when I'm ashore,
And gaze at the Lorelll;
But when by heavy billows bore—
No sleker salt than I
—Philadelphia North American

Glad to Take It, Too.
Angy New—Yes, I quarrsled with the
leading man, and as all the others in

the company sided with him, 1 re-
Elgned.

Sue Brette—But didn't any one take
your part?

Angy New—Only my understudy.—
Btray Storles,

Or Grals?
Do the “Ralny Duisies" wear short
ekirts to secure themselves from

“hold-ups” on wet days?

Maunde O'Callahan—8ay, Tilly, it
muss be great Lot be rlel ke dat gurl
an' haye fine dresses an' t'ings,

Tilly—Yes, I g'pose dat's s0, but yer
looges yer Inderpendence. Yer couldn’t
go onut of de house widout yer ma or
somebody ter lead yer nround like a
poodle dog.

Whoat Made Him Tired,

The other day, loward the cloge of o
long sitting In the Assize Courts, whon
another case was oalled on, the leading
connsel rose and huskily requested that
the case mlght be postponed till  the
next morning,

“On wheat ground?" nsked the judge
snapplshly,

“Me Lui, T have been arguing a case
all day In Court B, and am completely
exhausted.”

“Very well," sald the judge; we'll
take the next,”

Another counsel arosa and also
pleaded for gdjournment,

“What, are you exhausted, too?" in.
quired the judge, with & snap of the
eyellds, ‘“What have you been do
Ing?"

“Me Lud,” sald the barrister, In o
wenried volee, "1 have been Hstenlng &
my learved brother,"—Tid-Bits,

A tilorlous Life.

Storekeeper—Don’t you find farming
i very lonesome and cheerless life, Mr
Hayseed ?

Mr. Haysesd—Lonesome and chepr-
less?  Why, T glt up In the morning
and milk a few cows: then comet
Lreakfast, and from that time till dark
there'a lots of work to do.

Storekesper—How  do
yoursell after supper?

Mr, Hayseed—Oh, | slt out on the
porch when the weather ls fine and
smalte my pipe and listen to the corr
growing, and then I go to bed.

you amuse

Sare Death,

Mrs, Cobwlgger—I'm afralil some-
thing has happened Freddie. | haven'!
gcen anything of him since morning.

Cobwigger—Nonsense!  He's only
baving a good time with his Arecrack
orE,

Mra. Cobwigger—No, he lsn't, 1
would not lét him have such things,
bought him one of those harmless tor
pistels,

Cobwlgger—Run, woman, and gel
me my hat. T guess he's down ot the
morgue before this.

An Object Losson.

Jaggles—Why do you call your boy
patriotic?

Wuaggles—Because when the doctor
*got through coverlng him with strips
of plaster he had enough stars and
stripes on him to make a flug.

The Reason.

Braowne—Why did Smith knock over
his doughter's sultor and then throw
him down the stepe?

Towne—I belleve he objected to the
young man beonuse the latter waa not
& meémbor of the churceh,

The Cousultation.

Al

A
Dr. Skinnem—Have you made a
eareful X-ray examination of the pa-
tlent?

Asglatant—T have; here Is the chart,
It shows In all seventy-two ocents In
change dlstributed In varlous pookets;
aloo & key and a meal ticket,

Dy, 8kinnem—Um! 1 nee,
we don't oare to treat him,

|OUR BUDGET OF FUN.

THE HEAVIEST B. & O. TRAIN.

‘When the recelvers of the Baltimors
& Ohio Rallroad began the now famous
series of Improvements of the physi-
cal condition of the entire system,
thelr object was to Increase both the
train load and the number of revenue
tons per mile and at the same time
reduce the cost of transportation.
Much has been done, and by the low-
ering of grades, elimination of curves,
laying of new steel ralls and the pur-
chase of heavy motive power they have
very materinlly added to the number of
caré per traln. But it was not until
the 17th of March |ast that & demon-
stration was made of what might be
expected of the new Balumore & Ohlo
Rallroad. Enough new 60-ton capne-
ity steel cars had been delivered (o
glve the operating department a chance
to experiment. Fifty steel cars, each
welghing 34,000 pounds, were loaded
with an avernge of 98,000 pounds of
conl. To them was coupled a new
22x28 Inch consolidation locomotive
welghing 168,700 pounds and having
G4 Inch driving wheels, The start was
made from Cuomberland, Md,, and the
destination was Hrunswick, Md,, on
the gecond division.. In lig réport Gen-
erul Superintendent Fitzgernld says
the train was pulled with comparative
ease and that the class of engines used
will be able to handle B0 cars of 60
tons capacity each on that division
without trouble. Hitherto the train
load on that division has been 325 units
of 6% tons each or about 2,200 tons, n
40 per cent Increase over that of five
yvears ngo. The 60 car traln was com-
puted ny contpining 497 units, or 6,468-
100 pounds gross. The net walght of
toal In the traln was 4,768,100 pounds.
It wag by far the henviest traln ever
handled over the line and demonstrit-
ed that heavy power, modern equip-
ment with safety appllances, and a
good track, mean more revenue tons
per mile und n decreused cost of trans-
portation,

Mark Twaln's Pecullarities,

Mark Twaln has an lntense dislike
for clothes, and it it were posalble
would remain in his panjamas day in
und day out, And wheuever he cen
do so0 he cats breakfast in them, re-
calves hls Iriends and works in thém.
Hia favorite mode of writing is to o
fiat on the floor on his stomach In Lis
pajamas with 4 plpe in his mouth,
When on lecture tours he never gels
out of hie slesping clothes untfl it is
time to go to hall or opera houss,
When the fit strikes him he Hkes ex-
ercles, and then with his customary
shamble will shuffis along for miles
and exhaust his most athletic compan-
lon,  But he feels far more at hote 1
his pajamas than in & street suit or
evening clothes, and in them he re-
mains as great & part of the day us
Mrs, Clemens will allow him,—Ladles
Home Journal.

Changes In Loodon Posta.

London's postal department has de-
clded to expend the sum of £200,000
on & scheme which makes provision
for deallng mote cofficlently with the
ever [nereasing postal work In the city
and provides better accommodation for
the telegraph and postoffice  stalfs
Three new bulldings will be erected
at once, The east blotk of the St
Martin le Grand bulldings will be de-
mollahed and & new structure will be
srocted gulted to modern requirements,
This will involve an expenditure of
£150,000, The department hes also
purchased bhusiness premises in muny
strests, which will ba demaolished and
handeome bulldings erected which are
deslgned to accommodate 3,000  tele-
graph clerks. This will nlso give space
for dining and closk rooms for these
men. A large postoflice will be budlt
In the Bast Strand.

tlolng to Bed.

No matter how busy one may be, it
Is quite poseibile to alvays find time
{o attend to one's tollet at night, One
should not rlmply drop one's clothes
and tumble into bed, elge neither one's
gelf mor the cloties will look attractive
ln the morning, Hdave plenty of hot
water and give your fuce a thorough
laving. The result will be as refresh-
ing as an hour's sleep, Drush the halr,
it will ba glossier and thicker for the
troubie, and your nerves will be
goothed by the process. Then drink a
ghnsg of hot milk, wedk cocon, or even
hot water, enting a bizcuit or & hit of
tonst, If yvou llke. When the small sup-
per ig finfehed you will be roady to go
to slesp without auy Insomnia curse,
and in the morning you will waken re-
freshed and thovoughly In good humor
with yourself and the world,

Homnan Hale Statistlos,

It 18 a,curious fact that red-haired
people are fur 1686 apt to becoms bald
than those whose hirsute covering 18
of another hue. The avernge erop ON
the hesd of the red-haired person i
srld to be only about 80,000 halrs, Or-
dinary dark halr {8 far finer, and over
three dark haire take up the space of
one red one; 105,000 are about the avey-
age, But falr-huired people are atill
batter off; 140,000 o 160,000 are quite
a common number of hairs on the sealp
of & fair-halred man or woman, A
curlous caloulation” has been made, Lo
tho effect thit the halrs on the head of
a fair-hafred person, if they could be
plaited together, would sustain &
welght of something llke elghty tous,
equiling that of five hundred people.

Pat-In-Bay, O, and Hetoro.—The Trip of
the Heason.

On August 14th the Ulover Leaf route
will run o exenrsion to Put-in-Bay,
under the anspices of the Epworth
Lengue, A special tewin will be pro-
vided, consisting of sleepers, chalr cary
and conches.  Tickets will: be good for
return until August 2dth. The rate
will be only 810.60 for the round trip,
Ineluding bronkfast at Toledo, and one
week's board at Hotel Victory, Put-in-
Bay, Tiekets uot Including bourd
will be 80,00 for the round trip, A
number of attractive side Lrips have
wlso been urrnoged, tnking in Buffalo,
Niagarn Fulls aod=Thousand Islands,

For further particulues, address J,
E, Davenport, Dist. Pass, Agl. 005
Ulive 8t., st. Louls.

The “Troobadour.”

The bicycle has reached another
phase of the constant development
through a novel and highly interest-
Ing Invention, which consists of a mu-
sloal Instrument which may be attach-
ed to any bieyelo, and which piays in
& loud and melodious manner when the
wheel 18 set In motion, This instru-
ment is Ottingly called tho "trouba-
dour,” after wandering musiclanas of
the middle ages, It hus one excellent
fonture; it will be heneflolul in n hy-
glonlo reapoct, as exconslvely faat rhl-

will be prevented, us the musle 14
ly dintluct when o moderate pace 18

' ANe gusien of DMarms.

The sclence of sociology explaing
many curious questions which might
At firat glance appear to have no foun-
dation in remson. The practice of
dharma in India, for instance, has re-
cently been the subject of special study
by Dr. 8. R Steinmets. Thia custom
is many centuries old and seems difi-
eult to oxplain, When a debtor falls
to pay his debts, his creditor goes and
slta before his door, and remains thare,
refusing to eat a moreel until he s
pald. If the debtor does no pay, the
creditor will getually starfe himself (o
death. It would geem nt first sigot
that a really beartless debtor might
not be movad in this manner; but the
usefulness of the custom Lecomes At
once apparent when it is known that
it the creditor nctually dies of starva-
tlon In front of hiz Jdebtor's door, the
latter s held gullty of murder, and
after the manner of the country, the
family of the dend men are entitled to
kill ths debtor on sight.

The Papers of the World,

| A statisiician hos learned that the
annual aggregate pirculation of the pa-
pers of the world is caiculated 1o be
12,000,000,000 coples, To grasp any
idea of this maguitude, we may state
thay it would cover no fewer than 10,
460 square miles of surface; that it &
printed on 781,260 tons of paper; &nd
further, that If the number, 12,000,000,
000, represented, (nsteud of coples wec:
onds, {t would tnke over 938 years for
them to elapse. In lleu of this ar
rangement, wa might press and pli¢
them vertleally npward to gradually
reaching our highest mountains; top-
ping all these and even the higheat
Alps, the plle would reach the magul-
ficant altitude of 400, or, in round num-
bers, 500 miles. Calcnlating that the
AVeTage man spends five minutes read-
ing his paper In the day (this Is a very
low estimate), we find that the people
of the world altogether cccupy time
equivaient to 100,000 vears reading the
papers,

Mortality In the t"?n—rh—ﬂrmy.

A reécent numbier of Le Journa] OM-
einl of Parly publishies a report of the
minister of war to President TFaura
concerning the sanitary condition of
the French arimy, maintalned for a pe-
rlod of ten years, including 1867, After
showing what means have been takea
to preserve the honlth of the garrigons,
as well as of the ecolonlal troops, the
report shows that for the year 1800
and 1897 thera were less deaths fn the
French nrmy thau for any other twelve
months In times of peace, The mor-
tallty, which was 10,66 for every 1,000
in 1875 fell in 1806 and 1807 to 460,
Another important paint in the report
ghows that the garrisona which can-
not he supplied with natural, pure wia-
ter have elaborate nnd adequate apps-
ratus for distilling tha lauld in infinite
quantities, These apparatus arg port-
able, and are esgily tnken with the
troops on thelr mancuyers,

Pope Leo's Tnl.-lq.l

The strictest economy- ls practiced
by Leo XIII. with regard to his own
table, This, however, 18 n small mal-
tér, for his {astes are simple, 7The
Pontlff's milk supply 18 obtalned from
rows and gonts kept In the Vatican
gardens and his wine is the product of
& vinevard lie planted, The latter
hag, in the Inst year, ylelded so abuis
dantly that there 15 a surplua for sale,
Moreover, the Pops recelvea frequent
presents of the Lest French wines,
His oxpenditures on coffee, meat, pasta
(of which in soup, he is fond), broead
(one cent per day) and vegetnbles that
cannot he grown in hls own garden
has boen peduced to aboul 3150 per
day. The daily account is a very odd
doeument, and s very carefully seru-
tinized by the Pontift

b Xerion®

Xerxes, the king of Persin, wrs the
eldest son of the grent Darius, In his
expedition agniost the Greeks, Hero-
dotug states (hul the whols number of
his fighting force amoutted o nearly
2,600,000 wen, fud the fleet conalsted
of 1,207 ehips of war, hesides 3,000
amaller veasels, These numbors wWera
constdernbly Ipcreased by  pecrulls
from the countries through which he
passed on his way to Greece, untll (ae-
cording to the samg authority) the to-
tal number pmounted to more than
8,000,000,  Althegngh this is doubtless

Army.

Itles agres that it was the largest mul-
tituda ever brought togother for any
purpose in the worl®

Corions ITontals. )

Blenheim paines, though practienlly
tha property of the Duke of Maribor-
augh, fa held from the erown on & po-
rullar tennre—nomely, the annunl pre-
gentation to the reigning monarch of o
Frenoh flag. The dnlkes of Wellingtlon
pay the same tribute for Strathfialds-
aye, but whereis the Blenheim flag i8
the Bourbon white sown with fleur-de-
I1s, that of Strathfieldsuye Is the tri-
color, The two enslgns are fixed op-
poslte to ong another in Windsor cis-
tle, shadowing most approriately the
atump of the Vietory's mast, and In
close proximity to the Waterluo cham-
her. .

A Mammath Egg.

An egg of most glegantie slzge WA
found in o guano bed un the island of
Madagascar, nbout twenty-five yeurs
ago, The shell of this vgg will hold
almost exactly two gallons of lgquld,
which would make its capacity equal
to 148 averpge-sleed egis laid by the
common  Larnyard  fowl,  The bird
which Iaid this mmmmoth egg 18 now
extinet, and has beon for 200 years. To
the sclentist—who recognizes jt by ita
bones wnd eggs—it {3 kpown as the
eplornis, and Ity restored skeletons
prove it to have been a bird at least
twelve feot In helghtt

Cllmate and Complesion,

Climate lng & great effoct on the
solor of the complexion, For exams
ple, the Caneasians ure of Wil complex-
ions, according to the climate, but
white la the patural color, Thus &
natlve of northern Furope s falr, of
central, less #0, of southern, swarthy;
1 Moor, more so; an Arab, olive, and &
Hindi nearly blsck. Buch of the Hin-
du women ns have never boen exposed
to the sun are as falr @s the inhabl-
tants of Lhe south of Europs,

.i‘u‘um ut llya T

A glance at the advertising columns
of a weekly newspnper lurgely patro-
niged by heateicnl people cromtes the
impression that no really talented per-
non fn that profession need romain
long ont of employment. The Hmitioss
warloty of gpportunities offers n chance
In almost any lne. A “"boss chandel«
ler man” ( offered $40 o weok “and

wand "'

an exnggorated statement, all author- |

An expert in vital statistics gives
this as the result of his observations:
Of 1,000 womean at the mge of 20, 840
live ten ysars more, thus 56 (n 100 llve
ten years mwore and ¢ do not; the
chance at the age of 20 of & woman
living to the age of 30 being, there-
fore, nearly 16 to 1 In favor of living.
Similarly, of 1,000 women living at the
age of 30, B06 llve twenty years more:
£0 that we may &#ay that B0 In 100 live
to the mge of 60 and that 20 do not;
the chiance at the age of 30 of & woman
living to the sge of 50 belng, there-
fore, 4 to 1 In favor of living. Agaln,
of 1,600 women living at the age of
60, 260 live twenty years more—that
Is, 25 in 100 llve to the age of 80, and
76 in 100 do not; the chanee at the age
of 80 of & woman llyilng to 80 belng 1
In 4.

Cryptioc Masons at Pike's Peak.

On the oecasion of the above meeting,
August Teh Lo 198, the Deénver nnd Rio
Girande Railrond will muke & rateofone
[are for the round trip from Denver,
Ualorndo Spriogs and Pueblo to all
points in Colorads amd to Salt Lake
City,  This will b an exeellent oppor-
tunity for an outing in the Hockies. For
partivalars,call on Agents or write S, 15
Hooper, G. P &1, A., Denver, Colo,

The Smallest Inhablted Tulands.

The smullest Inhabited island in the
world 1s that on which the Eddy-
stone Lighthouse etands. At low
water 1t |8 30 feet In dinmeter; at
blgh water the lighthouse, whose dl-
ameter at the brsa g 28 2-4 feet, com-
pletely covers It. It is Inhabited by
three persons. 1t lies nine mileg off
the Cornish const and fourteon miles
southwest of Plymouth Dreakwater,
Flatholme, an {sland (o the British
channel, s only & mile and a half In
clrcumference, but, conslsting mostly
of rich paeture land, supports a farm-
house bealdes the lighthouse, with a
revolying llght 165 foet above the sea.

Ohiinhomis
Offers spleandid jodncementa to home-
senkers,  The Frisco Line reaches the
most important localities in the terrei-
tory, and talees you throngh to Olcln-
homa City without change of enrse 1
is tho shortest and most desirabile
ronte,  Write for deseriptive llterdture
to Bryan Spyder,t. P. A., St Louis, Mo,

Essay on Mouths,

Some mouwus look llke peaclies and
cream, and some lpok like a  hols
chopped Into a brick wall to admit a
new door or window. The mouth 14
a hotbed of toothaches (he Lunghols
of oratory, and n habivr's erowning
glory. It la the patriotiam’a fountain
head anil {he tool chest for ple, With-
ant 1t the politielan wonld he p woan-
derer on the face of the earth, and the
cornatist would go down to an unhon-
ored grave. It is the groeer's friend,
the orator's pride and the dentipt's
hope —Monmouth Spring Monitor,

Ak Your Deater for Allen's Poot-Ense,
A powder to shake fu your shoes, 1L
rests the fect. Lures Uy . lanions
dwallen, Sove, Hot, Callous, Achinge,
Swenting et and Ingrowing Nalls
At nll diuggists and shioe stares, 95 ¢ls,
Sample mailed FREE, Address Allen
8. Olwsted, Le Rov, N. Y.

In Frunce.

Not long ngo & Frenchman dled, and
i oelauge In his will g8t forth his de-
gire to be conveyed ta his last resting-
placn In @ motor car arranged os oo
hedrse, Near Margellles there has et
taken ploce & christening of o new
order, The christening parly don-
gluted of nine persons, and they wers
sonveved to chitreh by a4 motor brake.

I bolieve my prompt wes of Plao's Cure

rovontod gulele Cousimption,—Mrs. Loey
alluew, Murquattn, Kan , Doee. 12, 'U6

Desert Land Made Frultful.

No fewer than 12,000,000 aores of
land have been made feoaltful o the
Sabura desert, an enterprlie represent-
ing perhaps the most remarkable px-
ampe of frrigation by menns of arte-
gian wellg which can #onywhere Lo
found,

Mrs. Col, Richardson
SAVED BY MRS. PINKHAM.

[LeTTER TO MIA. FINEMAM NO. 73,Hob]

“You have saved my life, snatched
me from the brink of the grave nlmost,
and [ wish to thank you, Abouteigh-
teen ' months ago I was o total wreck,
physically. I had been troubled with
leucorrhaea for some Line, bt had given
hardly nny attention to the trouble.

AL lust inflummation of the womb
and ovaries resulted npd then I suf-
fered agonies, had to give up my pro-
fession (musicinn and pinno player),
wis confined to my bed aznd life becams
a terrible cross. My hnsband sume
moned the best physicians, but their
benefit wos but temporary at best, I
believe 1 should hove contracted the
morphine habit under their cave, if my
eommon sense had not intervened.

“ One day my husband notleed the ad-
vertisement of your remedies and Im-
madintely bought me n full trinl. Soon
the pain In my ovarics wasgone, lam
now well, stroug and robust, wallk,
ride a wheel, and feel 1ilke a gicl in her
teens. 1 would not be without Lydia
B, Pinkham's Vegetuble Compound; it
8 llke water of life to me, I am very
gratefully and sincerely your well-
wisher, and I heartily reeommend your
remedies. I hope some poor crenture
may bo helped tohenlth by reading my
story."—Mus. Con, E. P, HICHARDEON,
BRruyeraxoer, Wiy,

Are your perves weak?
Can’t you sleep well? Pain
i: your back? 3 Den

ppetite poor i n
mf; Boils or p[glp!ﬂ?
These are sure signs of
poisoning. e

From what poisons? L

From poisons that are al-
ways found in constipsted
bowels.

If the contents of the
howels are not removed from
the body each day, as nature
intended, these poisonous
substances are sure (o be
ebsorbed into the blood, al-
ways causing suffering and
frequently causing severe
disease.

There is 8 common sense
cure,

i <r ”
They dally i
and nutnqu

the bowels,
You will find thatthe use of

Auer’s
Sarsaparma

with the pills will hasten
recovery, |t cleanses the.
blood from all Impucities and

is a great tonie to the nerves,

Write the Dactos.

Opre Medieid Thpietment hind ane
of the modk eminenl physieians in
the U states,  Toll tin doegor
Jurt by arn suoring. o
wttL:m-oln. thi l-'H' roeiblizal nilylee
without cont. Addross,

Dit. 4. (L AVER,
Lowull, Masa,

nsure an easy
movement ’“cf
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PENSION

bet Your Panslos
DOUBLE Guick

Weite CAPT, O'TARRELL, Penslun Agent,
1425 New Yurk Avenue, WASHINUTON, D, G

ENSIOR

JOTIN W, MORRIEAS,
Washinzton, I, U,
rogpoytes Sinime.
i, AR s s a4 i, g mlindos

(Caioted wii Th;mpson‘s Eye Water,
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AMERICAS MOST POPULAR RAILROAD
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KANSAS CITY+ST.LOUIS,
ST.LOUIS »CHICAGO.
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DEERING HARVESTER OQOMPANY,

that thelr Ad was Seen in This Paper,

to Operate @ Deering
Corn Dinder,
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